
PAGE 1 

 

               Oyster Harbor Citizens Association 

                              PO Box 3174 
                        Annapolis, MD 21403 
                               410-280-8999 
              manager@oysterharbor.org 
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Spring 2014

 
President’s Report 
 
By the time you read this, the snow should be melted and 
the water will be draining, albeit slowly, into the earth and 
off the streets. This winter was a little bit more than what 
we had expected. We planned for colder than normal 
temperatures, but did not expect so much snow and 
generally bad weather. We saw ice everywhere on streets 
and on the creeks and the bay. From that, we had only a 
little dock damage, and no boats on our piers were 
damaged.  We did, however, watch a boat across Oyster 
Creek sink into the icy water. 
 
For our community, we had lots of ice and snow on the 
roads. Plowing proved a bit of a problem on some streets 
and we asked many people to move their cars to one of the 
community parking areas. This brought some complaints 
about parking, and of course, complaints about flooding 
and the lack of drainage on the roads. Please note that 
after March 1

st
, we will go back to NOT allowing long term 

parking at the marina or Harbor parking areas. They are for 
the use of the facilities and for short overflow parking for 
residents. 
 
We do have a couple of projects going on to address 
flooding, and we put in an application for a permit during 
the winter for Phase 1 of the Biohabitats project. I will post 
information as that progresses. My hope is that we will 
make some serious headway to handle flooding on Booker, 
at the top of Harbor, the top of Creek Drive, at Ellis, and 
Fishing Creek Roads by summertime.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

                    

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We had enough people at the last community meeting to 
approve the new community budget. My thanks to the 27 
residents who attended. Without you, we would not have 
gotten the budget approved. In that budget there was a 
slight reduction in the taxes for the community. A special 
thanks is owed to Kathy Burk for again making the budget 
process a success and for our community-wide tax 
decrease! 
 
We have a lot of projects planned for this spring, from 
improvements to the beach, to road repairs and tree 
trimming. As always, if you know of a repair needed to 
community property, please fill out a damage report form 
on our website (http://oysterharbor.org/damage-report-
form/). 
  
The community is planning on having more community-
wide events this year, such as beach parties, happy hours, 
and perhaps even an oyster roast. Check our website and 
community events page, or our Facebook page for dates 
and times. 
 
We hop the spring brings good weather and the beginning 
of a great season of fun and enjoyment for all of you. 
Please be safe, watch out for children and animals, and 
drive with care, both on the roads and on the water. 
 
 
Happy Spring, 
 
Eric Epstein 
OHCA President 
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Save the Date 
 
Thursday, March 13, 7-9 pm 
OHCA Board Meeting 
Anne Arundel Co. Public Library 
Eastport-Annapolis Neck Branch 
269 Hillsmere Drive 
 

Thursday, March 20, 6-7 pm 
Sock-burning Happy Hour! 
OHCA Beach 
Shore Drive 
 

Tuesday, March 25, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA General Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 
 

Tuesday, April 29, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA General Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 

Thursday, May 8, 7-9 pm 
OHCA Board Meeting 
Anne Arundel Co. Public Library 
Eastport-Annapolis Branch 
269 Hillsmere Drive 
 

Tuesday, May 27, 7:30 – 9 pm 
OHCA General Meeting 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Green Committee 
 
Committee Chairperson: Kim Boris 
 
 
We will welcome spring soon with open arms after such a 
cold winter! That means it’s time to start thinking about 
where the water will go as it leaves our downspouts. Rain 
barrels are a good option as you can choose to have them 
hold water for your thirsty plants or just leave the spigot 
open. This will drain the barrel slowly so that the water has 
a chance to soak into the ground instead of rushing out and 
consequently causing erosion and excess runoff. Either 
way, it’s a good practice! You can contact the green 
committee chair to order them. Orders over 10 get a  

 
 
discount, so talk to your neighbors. The more the happier 
our waterways will be! 

 
As promised, drainage work will begin soon on the two 
chosen community sites. We will let you know when we 
have a date for work to begin. If you haven’t had a chance 
to read up on this, visit the green committee website page 
for more information. 
 
The rescheduled community clean-up day will be on 
Sunday, March 23

rd
 at 9:30 am. You can contact the 

recreation chair or green committee chair with any 
questions. We hope to see you at the community entrance 
with your work gloves! 
 
 
Kim Boris 
Green Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 

Piers & Harbors 
  
Committee Chairperson: Eric Epstein 
 
 
Slip renewal time is here. Like last year, I found that by 
sending a pre-renewal email to everyone asking their 
intentions, I was able to save a lot of time and effort for the 
volunteers (me and some poor intern) who create and track 
all the slip leases. Everyone with a registered email should 
have received an email by now. 
 
I am asking everyone with a current slip to reply with their 
intentions on renewing for the next period of May 1

st,
 2014 

to April 30, 2015. If you have a slip and are renewing, I will 
send you a new lease and payment instructions by email. 
 
We also have a few people waiting for slips, so this is a 
way to not keep them in anticipation as long. 
 
Pricing remains the same at $24/foot/year 
($2/month/foot*12 month). 
 
We hope to have a fish cleaning station at Fishing Creek 
pier in May. We have done quite a number of repairs to all 
the docks, and plan to put on new piling caps at Fishing 
Creek later this spring. We are also planning on adding 
some transient slips for people bringing their boat over for a 
weekend or for short stays. Those will be first come, first 
serve, with no charge to use them. 
 
The link to get on a waiting list for a slip is on the OHCA 
Piers Blog at http://ohcapiers.blogspot.com. 
 
As for kayak and small boat racks, we are adding additional 
kayak rack space to Fishing Creek, a new rack at the 
Washington Boat ramp, and a new rack on the beach. 
 
 

http://ohcapiers.blogspot.com/
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Please feel free to email me with any questions you may 
have. 
 
Here’s hoping that this spring brings a safe and happy 
boating season for us all. 
 
Eric Epstein 
Piers & Harbor Committee Chair 
 
 

Recreation Committee Report 

 
We are eagerly awaiting warmer weather and look forward 
to spending as much time outside as possible once it 
arrives. With that in mind, we’re planning to bring some 
new events to Oyster Harbor this year, giving us all a 
chance to enjoy the outdoors as much as we can. Fingers 
crossed that the weather cooperates a little more than it did 
last season! 
 
As always, we will hold our annual beach opening party to 
kick off the summer season. A date will be announced as 
soon as details can be confirmed. At the beach we will be 
hosting a variety of concerts and will be bringing back the 
popular weekly Thursday happy hour once the weather 
warms up.  Also, weather permitting, we would like to 
attempt to hold community-wide block parties again. If you 
had planned to host for your street last year and would like 
to try again, please email me at charlotte_cs@yahoo.com. 
 
Save the Dates! 
 
Thursday, March 20, 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
 

An Annapolis tradition for years, we will celebrate the 
arrival of spring with our own sock-burning happy hour at 
the beach. Bring a pair of socks to throw on the fire, as well 
as a new pair (or pack) for a needy child. All new sox will 
be donated to an area charity. (NOTE: We ask that the 
socks you bring to burn NOT be synthetic – cotton or wool 
ONLY – as synthetic yarn smells of burning plastic & can’t 
be good for anyone to inhale). We will provide some drinks 
& snacks but encourage everyone to bring something to 
share. 
 
Saturday, June 28, 6:30 – 10:30 pm 
 
Another summer tradition in our community, Johnny 
Steele will be back this year, weather permitting, for a 

concert  at the OHCA beach under the stars, so pack a 
cooler & bring a blanket/chairs, & join your neighbors for an 
evening of live music on the beach. 
 
We look forward to a fun spring/summer season in Oyster 
Harbor and to meeting our new neighbors along the way! 
 
Charlotte Schneider 
Recreation Committee Chair 

 

 
Meeting Minutes on OHCA Website 
 
Not able to attend the last community meeting?  Interested 
to know what the Board is addressing at its monthly 
meetings?  Official minutes from both the community 
meetings and Board meetings are posted on the OHCA 
website after they are approved.  Visit 
www.oysterharbor.org, select the “Our Association” tab at 
the top of the page, then select “Documents” from the drop 
down menu.  Minutes dating back to 2006 are available. 

 

 

OHCA Newsletter & Email Blasts 
 

 
OHCA newsletters are issued quarterly and email blasts 
are issued several times per month. 
          
Sign up for email blasts on the homepage of 
www.oysterharbor.org. 

 
OHCA Car Stickers 
 

Show your Oyster Harbor community 
pride by displaying an OHCA decal on 
your vehicle. Decals were provided to 
each resident by mail late last year. The 
decals are non-permanent and should be 

placed in the lower left hand side of rear window. They 
serve a few important purposes: 
 

 To help maintain security at our community 

beaches and piers by alerting security guards to 

community vs. non-community cars. 

 To help Block Captains monitor community 

parking lots and alert residents if cars need to be 

moved. 

 To show the rest of Annapolis our Oyster Harbor 

community pride!  

If you did not receive a sticker, contact Claire Dillon at 410-
280-8999 or manager@oysterharbor.org.  
 

 

Petitions 
 
If you have not submitted the petitions that were mailed to 
your home, please find both petitions in this newsletter.  
Please fill out your response, sign according to the name(s) 
that are on the title to your home, and mail to : 
OHCA 
PO Box 873 
Annapolis, MD  21403 

 
 

mailto:charlotte_cs@yahoo.com
http://www.oysterharbor.org/
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OHCA LEADERSHIP 
 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Calvin Kidd, Chair 
Term expires September 2014 

1333 Harbor Road 
410 267-0711 
calvin.kidd@fms.treas.gov 
 
Bob Eyster, Vice Chair 
Term expires September 2014 

1251 Creek Drive 
410 267-6261H/410 570-1154C 
Reyster1@comcast.net 
 
Winston Dunkley 
Term expires September 2013 

1327 Washington Drive 
410 216-9656 
winstond44@hotmail.com 
 
Bob Eyster 
Term expires September 2015 

1251 Creek Drive 
410 267-6261 H / 410 570-1154 C 
reyster1@comcast.net 
 
David Ginsburg 
Term expires September 2015 

1335 Fishing Creek Road 
410 268-4310 
ginsburgdj@gmail.com 
 
April Kohles 
Term expires September 2015 

3273 Arundel on the Bay Road 
410 263-0760 
afkohles@peoplepc.com 
 
Jane Miller 
Term expires September 2014 

3357 Thomas Point Road 
410 263-5938 
jills11@verizon.net 
 
Nancy Plaxico 
Term expires September 2014 

3303 Shore Drive 
410 280-1972 H / 615 495-5903 C 
nancy.plaxic@healthways 
 
Tod Schneider 
Term expires September 2015 

1244 Creek Drive 
443 949-3365 
tmschneider@gmail.com 
 
Kathy Shaffer 
Term expires September 2015 

3364 Arundel on the Bay Road 
443 458-5216 
kathykinney2000@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

Officers 
 
President 
Eric Epstein 

1413 Ellis Road 
410 575-4001H/ 703 362-2018C 
eric@epstein.bz 
 
Vice President 
Kathy Burk 

1354 Washington Drive 
410 280-1359 
kathycburk@verizon.net 
 
Recording Secretary 
Lisette Groen 

3291 Arundel on the Bay Road 
410 268-3365 
Lisette.c.groen@gmail.com 
 
Corresponding Secretary 
April Kohles 

3273 Arundel on the Bay Road 
410 263-0760 
afkohles@peoplepc.com 
 
Association Treasurer 
Naomi Perry 

6530 5
th

 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20012 
202 723-5238 / 410 263-3610 
josephbutcher@mris.com 
 
Financial Secretary 
Hank Lobe 

1242 Creek Drive 
410 263-1143 H  
hanklobe@earthlink.net 
 
Special Tax Treasurer 
Patty Jenkins 

1349 Washington Drive 
410 626-1766 
pattyjenkins1@comcast.net 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Audit 
Hank Lobe 

1242 Creek Drive 
410 263-1143 H  
hanklobe@earthlink.net 
 
Beaches 
Dan Craig 

3301 Shore Drive 
410 268-7929 H /  202-420-8481 C 

dan.nmn.craig@gmail.com 
 

 

Committee Chairs (Con’t) 

 
Benevolence 
Winston  & Carolyn Dunkley 

1327 Washington Drive 
410 216-9656 
Winstond44@hotmail.com 
 
Communication/Web 
Kathy Shaffer 

3364 Arundel on the Bay Road 
443 458-5216 
Kathykinney2000@yahoo.com 
 
 
Community Property 
Bob Eyster 

1251 Creek Drive 
410 267-6261 H / 410 570-1154 C 
reyster1@comcast.net 

 
Compliance 
Linda Nivens-Epps 

1430 Howard Road 
410 263-0717 
lnivens64@aol.com 
 
Green Committee 
Kim Boris 

1262 Creek Drive 
410 280-0434 
boris.boris@verizon.net 
 
Piers & Harbors  
Eric Epstein 

1413 Ellis Road 
410 575-4001 H / 703 362-2018 C 
eric@epstein.bz 
 
Reclamation 

TBD 
 
Recreation 
Charlotte Schneider 

1244 Creek Dr. 
239-298-2445 C / 443-949-8409 H 
charlotte_cs@yahoo.com 
 
Roads 
Kathy Burk 

1354 Washington Drive 
410 280-1359 
kathycburk@verizon.net 
 
Security 
vacant 

Post this page in your home for quick reference – or 

access online: www.oysterharbor.org/board&officers.html 

Updated:  October 3, 2011 
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Dear Oyster Harbor Homeowner, 
 
Enclosed you will find two petitions that Oyster Harbor Citizen’s Association is presenting to its residents.  One 
addresses establishing Oyster Harbor as a Shore Erosion Control District and the other is to modify the current 
Special Community Benefit District so that Oyster Harbor has the ability to purchase property for community 
benefit.  Each petition is explained in more detail below: 
 

Shore Erosion Control District 
 

The Oyster Harbor Board of Directors is recommending that Oyster Harbor Citizen’s Association establish itself 
as a Shore Erosion Control District, similar to its current designation as a Special Benefit Taxing District.     
 

At this time, with the completion of the bulkhead, there are no foreseeable major projects.  However, this 
designation will allow Oyster Harbor to obtain zero rate or low interest rates loans for the purposes of 
preventing erosion of Oyster Harbor shorelines for future projects should they arise.  It is our intention to use 
the existing SCBD funds to cover any expenses for future projects that may be associated with being an Erosion 
Control District so that there won't be a need to add an extra tax. 
 

The attached petition has been reviewed and approved by the County Office of Law.  The petition states that 
Oyster Harbor, upon being designated as a Shore Erosion Control District will have the ability to add a tax at a 
uniform rate to raise funds for the purposes of preventing, halting or retarding the erosion of shorelines.  Please 
be advised that at this time, the Board of Directors has no intention of taxing for the purpose of the Erosion 
Control District.  The primary purpose of this designation is to obtain zero to low interest loans if needed in the 
future. 
 

Modify current Special Community Benefit District 
 

The Oyster Harbor Board of Directors is recommending that Oyster Harbor Citizen’s Association modify its 
existing Special Community Benefit District designation to allow for the acquisition, development, improvement 
and maintenance of community real and personal property or any interest in real property necessary to 
accomplish community wide projects.    This would allow for the future purchase of land for the benefit of the 
community, such as building a community club house.  At this time, the Board of Directors has no intention of 
purchasing land for community benefit.  Again, the primary purpose of this modification is to set in place the 
necessary requirements to allow for the future growth of the community if the need or opportunity arises. 
 

For Oyster Harbor to obtain this designation, 75% of homeowners need to respond positively to both petitions.  
We ask that you make your selection of yes or no, sign each petition exactly as it appears on the title of your 
home, and return it in the enclosed self addressed, stamped envelope.  Each person listed with a signature line 
MUST sign this petition.  This ownership information was taken from the State Department of Assessments and 
Taxation.  If you own more than one lot in Oyster Harbor, you will find enclosed a petition for each lot owned.  
Please complete and sign all of the enclosed petitions. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns or would like more information, please contact Claire Dillon at 
manager@oysterharbor.org or 410-280-8999. 
 

Sincerely, 

Eric Epstein, Eric Epstein, OHCA President 

 

Calvin Kidd, Calvin Kidd, Chairman, OHCA Board of Directors 



PETITION 
 

I (We), the undersigned, property owner(s) in Oyster Harbor Citizen's Association Special Taxing 
District, hereby petition the County Council of Anne Arundel County to establish Oyster Harbor as a 
Shore Erosion Control District, in accordance with § 4-7-301 of the Anne Arundel County Code and 
relevant provisions of Maryland law, including Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 25, Sections 167A 
through 167E. 
 
The limits of the Oyster Harbor Shore Erosion Control District are the subdivision known as Oyster 
Harbor as shown on the plats of Oyster Harbor recorded among the plat records of the County in Plat 
Book No. 22, Folio Nos. 9, 16, and 22.   
  
The purpose for which this Erosion Control District is being created is to pay for all aspects of the 
design, construction, inspection, maintenance, financing, and implementation of Shore Erosion Control 
Projects, as defined by Maryland law, to prevent, halt, or retard erosion of shorelines and deposit of 
eroded sentiments into waterways in the district, including the payment of all necessary administrative 
and incurred costs, fees, repayment of any loan, interest thereon, and any necessary insurance cost.  
 
The method of taxation shall be a uniform rate of taxation for each platted lot within the proposed 
Shore Erosion Control District.   
 
The Oyster Harbor Citizens Association, Inc., a community association that meets the criteria set forth 
in the Anne Arundel Code, Section 4-7-101(d), shall be responsible for the administration of the Oyster 
Harbor Shore Erosion Control District. 
 
I(We), the undersigned, affirm under the penalties of perjury that I am/we are the owner/owners of 
the property whose address is within the Oyster Harbor Shore Erosion Control District. 
 
PLEASE SIGN YOUR NAME AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR DEED.  IF YOU ARE UNSURE, SPELL OUT YOUR 
FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES.  ALL OWNERS OF RECORD MUST SIGN. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address of the property in the Oyster Harbor Shore Erosion Control District 
 
__________I/We vote YES                   
 
_________I/We vote NO 
  
Signature and Printed Name / Date 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Signature)       (Printed Name)   (Date) 
 
 
Signature and Printed Name / Date 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Signature)       (Printed Name)   (Date) 



PETITION TO MODIFY THE “OYSTER HARBOR” 
SPECIAL COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT 

 
I (We), the undersigned property owners, hereby petition the County Council of Anne Arundel County to modify 

the existing Oyster Harbor Community Benefit District in accordance with the Anne Arundel County Code, Section 

4-7-203.  The limits of the modified Oyster Harbor Special Community Benefit District shall remain unchanged. 

 

The purposes of the modified Oyster Harbor Special Community Benefit District are changed from: 

 

Construction, maintenance, and repair of, and snow removal from, non county 

owned roads, streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs, street or road signs, street or road 

lights, bulkheads, drainage ditches, and culverts; the maintenance of community 

areas; establishing and operating a community security program; and dredging. 

 

to: 

 

construction, maintenance, and repair of, and snow removal from, non county 

owned roads, streets, alleys, sidewalks, curbs, street or road signs, street or road 

lights, bulkheads, drainage ditches, and culverts; the maintenance of community 

areas; acquisition, development, improvement and maintenance of community 

real and personal property or any interest in real property necessary to 

accomplish community wide projects; establishing and operating a community 

security program; and dredging; covering the administrative expenses incidental 

to carrying out these purposes, including management fees, postage, mailing, 

auditing, insurance, legal costs and the repayment of any loans. 

 

The method of taxation shall remain an annual assessment for each real property tax account. 

 

The Oyster Harbor Citizens Association, Inc., a community association that meets the criteria set forth in the Anne 

Arundel County Code, Section 4-7-101(d), shall continue to be responsible for the administration of the Oyster 

Harbor Special Community Benefit District. 

 

I/We, the undersigned, affirm under the penalties of perjury that I am/we are the owner/owners or the property 

whose address is within the Oyster Harbor Special Community Benefit District. 

 

PLEASE SIGN YOUR NAME AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR DEED.  IF YOU ARE UNSURE, SPELL OUT 

YOUR FIRST, MIDDLE AND LAST NAMES.  ALL OWNERS OF RECORD MUST SIGN. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address of the property in the Oyster Harbor Special Community Benefit District 

 

_______I/We vote YES 

 

_______I/We vote NO 

 

_____________________________________________________________________     _________________ 

Signature and Printed Name        Date 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________     __________________ 

Signature and Printed Name        Date 



PAGE 5 

 

 
Oyster Harbor Community Association 
PO Box 3174 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be. 
 

All of us can recycle. More. 
 
Oyster Harbor resident Robb Fish, a recycling program specialist at Anne Arundel County Waste Management 
Services, has written us an article all about recycling. See it on our website: www.oysterharbor.org/recycle.html 
 
Recent surveys at the landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. Recycling 
makes good environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, reduce pollution, save 
money and take better care of our environment. 
 
You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing it in the recycling container or 
throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work and on the go. 
 

Make the right decision: Recycle! 

 
PS – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online. 

Prsrt Std 

US Postage Paid 

Annapolis, MD 
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