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Winter 2014

 
President’s Report 
 
 
Autumn is in full swing & winter is very close behind. 
Our community has had a wonderful autumn, free 
from hurricanes, but full of rockfish & crisp mornings. 
It’s certainly a beautiful time of year for Oyster 
Harbor. 
 
This autumn we have made some great headway in 
improvements to our community, both virtually and 
physically. Our new website, with new online forms 
for reporting problems & giving suggestions, as well 
as lots of activity on our Facebook page have made 
communications within the community easier, more 
open & much more fun. 
 
In October & November we concentrated heavily on a 
major cleanup of the Fishing Creek pier & adjacent 
small beach area. It’s had quite a facelift. The beach 
is now a safer & cleaner place for both dogs to play & 
to launch your kayaks or dinks. The piers have had 
much needed maintenance to ensure they will last for 
many years to come. 
 
For this winter & spring, we have many new projects 
in the works. Here is a partial list: 

• Enclosure for the beach porta-potty 
• Community water front property area cleanup 
• Additional dinghy & kayak racks 
• A dog wash station at Fishing Creek for both 

dogs & dinks 
• A beach volleyball court 
• Trees trimmed over swales, & bushes cut 

back to enhance driver visibility 
• Picnic table repairs 
• More frequent trash & beach clean ups 
• One or more additional dog clean up stations 
• Our second Biohabitats Ecological 

Enhancement project 

 
What is an ecological enhancement project you ask? 
Well, it’s a project to reduce the rain runoff by  
 

 
 
managing the flow of rainwater on & near our roads. 
Living so close to the water as we do, with low & level  
land, we have serious problems with rain rolling into 
the Bay & carrying with it pollutants & fertilizers. We  
also have rainwater pooling on (OK,flooding) our 
roads & yards. In 2012 at the Fishing Creek parking 
area as well as at the entrance to Oyster Harbor, we 
built rain gardens to catch and absorb water. Building 
on this success, Harbor, Creek, & Booker Drives will 
be getting specially designed rain gardens & water 
containment areas that will better manage the runoff. 
If these are successful, future projects in 2014 & 
2015 will tackle even bigger problem areas on 
Fishing Creek, Ellis, & other community roads. These 
projects are aiding in making our community a model 
for other communities in our area, & an even better 
place for us all to live. 
 
While community improvements have been very 
successful, we do need some assistance from  
you, our residents. We need input, ideas, and 
feedback. So, I’d like to ask for your help. We have 
two links on the Oyster Harbor website, one for 
suggestions, & the other to report maintenance 
needs. I’d like to ask you to put in your suggestions 
for improvements to the community or maintenance 
tasks you believe have been missed. Doing this will 
go a long way in helping to improve the quality of life 
in our community. 
 
One more thing you as a resident can do is to read & 
sign the petitions that were mailed out to each 
home in the community. There are two that, if 
approved, would give Oyster Harbor the ability to 
make major improvements that will benefit the 
community as a whole immensely. 
 
We hope this winter is a gentle one, and that 
everyone has a safe and healthy winter season. 
 
Eric Epstein 
President, OHCA 
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Oyster Harbor Citizens Association 
PO Box 3174 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
410-280-8999 
Office hours:  Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Newsletter: 
Calvin Kidd, Chairman of the Board 
Eric Epstein, President, OHCA 
April Kohles, Editor 
 
Direct comments to  
manager@oysterharbor.org 
 
Contents of the newsletter posted on the OHCA 
website: manager@oysterharbor.org 
              www.oysterharbor.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Check Your Mailboxes for Two 
Important Petitions 
 
Mailboxes are beginning to fill with holiday 
correspondence and catalogs. While sorting through, 
don’t miss two important petitions that have been 
mailed to all Oyster Harbor residents in November. 
The petitions need to be signed and returned via the  
included self-addressed stamped envelope by the 
end of the year. 
 
The first petition is the “Erosion Control District” 
petition that would allow waterfront communities like 
us to qualify for low or no interest rate loans for 
specific erosion projects. OHCA has no current 
projects planned, but the qualification would be very 
helpful should we need it in the future. To submit to 
the county, we must collect 70% of community 
signatures as they appear on each homeowner’s title. 
With over 300 households, please help us in this 
endeavor. 
 
The second petition is to amend our OHCA charter to 
specifically allow for the purchase or acquisition of 
community property. This would be important for any 
future clubhouse, building, or planting projects should 
the community decide.  
 
Both petitions have been presented at numerous 
community meetings and events. Please contact 
Claire Dillon at manager@oysterharbor.org if you 
have any further questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Save the Date 
 
Board Mtg. 
Dec. 12, 7-9 pm 
Anne Arundel Public Library 
Eastport Branch 
269 Hillsmere Dr. 
 
Santa Run 
Dec. 15, 4;45 pm 
OHCA Beach 
 
Board Mtg. 
Jan. 9, 7-9 pm 
Anne Arundel Public Library 
Eastport Branch 
269 Hillsmere Dr. 
 
OHCA Community Mtg. 
Budget Vote! 
Jan. 28, 7:30-9 pm 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
 
OHCA Community Mtg. 
Feb. 26, 7:30-9 pm 
St. Anne’s School 
3112 Arundel on the Bay Rd. 
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Piers & Harbors Report 
  
Committee Chairperson: Eric Epstein  
 
 
Thanks to Andrew at bwsailing.com for these 
excellent tips. 
 
Skipper-Tip 
 
Are you sure that no water has become trapped in 
the hoses aboard you small cruising boat? Have you 
gone thru a seven-point checklist to protect your 
small boat diesel from damage over the cold months? 
 
Seven Steps to Winterize and Protect Your Boat 
 
Add extra years of quality sailing life when you follow 
the advice of author John Vigor. In his book, “The 
Practical Mariner’s Book of Knowledge”, John V. 
goes into great detail on how to winterize your boat 
the right way. Follow these seven steps to give your 
boat the best protection possible. 
 

1. Think “Water Trap” 

Open up hatches & access lockers. Look behind 
the head. Any water line with a low bend can trap 
water, allow it to freeze, & crack the line. John 
Vigor recommends you add “a 50/50 solution of 
vodka” to your water lines that come from the 
water tank. 
 
2. Cover and Ventilate 

Rain water, sleet, snow, & condensation combine 
like termites to find any opening, crack, or 
crevice. Use covers to divert the water 
overboard. Allow ventilation through the cover to 
keep the boat dry & problem-free. 
 
3. Attack the Hull 

      Scrape the bottom before it dries. Those bottom   
      residential crispy critters will dry like epoxy unless 
     you remove them the moment your hull exits the           
     water. Next, plug up all thru-hulls, such as the  
     engine raw-water intake, transducers, and  
     seacock openings. Remove vents and cowls from  
     the deck & replace them with tight-fitting covers. 
     This keeps dirt, dust, & insects out of your lines 
     and interior. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Replace Metal Protectors 

Remove & replace all zincs from the bottom 
      of the hull. Even if they look alright, do it anyway.  
      It’s cheap insurance & you won’t need to fool with  
      it in the spring. Next, replace the pencil zincs in 
      your small boat diesel raw water system. Call 
      your engine manufacturer if you are unsure  
      where they’re located. 
 
 
Skipper-Tip 
  
What are the best zincs? Look at the last letter of the 
specification code. If it’s the letter “J”, or a higher 
alphabet letter, you have the highest quality zinc on 
the market! 
 

5. Work Thru This 5-Point Engine Check 
• Drain the raw-water system 
• Add fresh coolant to your fresh water system 
• Change your engine oil and engine oil filter 
• Spray lubricant over your engine body, taking 

care not to get any spray on your hoses or 
belts; lubricants like WD-40 cause rubber 
products to soften 

 
6. Make a Warning Sign 

Prevent damage to your small sailboat diesel in 
the spring. You don’t want to start her up till you 
remove the plugs on the intake. Use a magic 
marker & poster board & make 2 signs: “DO NOT 
START ENGINE UNTIL ALL PLUGS ARE 
REMOVED”. Post one on the engine hatch cover 
& another next to your starter button. This will 
insure you against costly engine damage later. 
 
7. Remove and Charge All Batteries 

Take the house & engine-start batteries off the 
boat & store them in a dry room. Hook up a 
battery charger & check them once a week to 
make sure they maintain a full charge throughout 
the winter. 

 
 
Eric Epstein 
Piers & Harbors Chair 
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Santa Run 
 
Thank you to all who came out in October for our 
annual scarecrow-making event. Both parents & kids 
had a great time creating their scarecrows & catching 
up with neighbors in the beautiful October weather. If 
you weren’t able to make it, we hope you’ll be able to 
next year. 
 
Santa is Coming! 
Dec. 15, 4:45 pm 
OHCA Beach 
  
Once again, Santa will be visiting Oyster Harbor by 
fire truck as part of the Santa Run by Annapolis Fire 
Fighters Local 1926. Santa & his elves will be here to 
visit & collect unwrapped new toys for the needy 
children in our county. This is an annual event that 
Oyster Harbor has generously supported year after 
year, so please plan on joining your neighbors for hot 
chocolate & holiday treats, brought to you by OHCA.  
 
The trucks will be at the corner of Washington & 
Shore on Sun., Dec. 15 at 4:45 pm. Come down & 
join us for this fun & rewarding holiday activity. 
 
Best wishes for a safe & happy holiday season, 
 
Charlotte Schneider 
Recreation Committee Chair 
 
 
 
Green Committee Report 
 
Committee Chairperson: Kim Boris 
 
The fall season in Maryland is truly a wonderful time 
of year. The heat and humidity are gone, holiday 
plans are already being made, and there’s plenty of 
work to do to get ready for spring. Spring? That’s 
right: Spring. The best time to fertilize is in the fall & 
there’s no better source of fertilizer than some 
mulched up leaves. Sure, you’ll want to rake up some 
of them to jump into, but just don’t do it with a wet 
sucker (for those of us who remember our Charlie 
Brown TV specials). If you have a mulching mower 
you owe it to your lawn to cut the grass one more 
time to add carbon from the leaves with the nitrogen 
from your grass to jumpstart a lush green lawn in the 
spring. Most of the grasses planted in Oyster Harbor 
lawns are cold season grasses so the grass is still 
growing at least slowly now for a little while longer. 
 
 

 
Oh, Christmas tree, oh, Christmas tree, how 
wonderfully you recycle? Almost anything can be 
recycled, and trees are no exception. Please 
consider donating yours to be ground into beneficial 
mulch. 
 
What a year 2014 will be for our community! The 
OHCA Board is working with Biohabitats on the 
installation of runoff control devices. There have been 
a couple of meetings to go over the plans already 
and the designs look fabulous. There is no better way 
to add curb appeal to your home than to have an 
environmentally responsible solution near or on your 
property. Not a believer in stormwater management? 
Stormwater runoff is the largest contributor of 
pollution to our local waters as well as the most costly 
to fix. With high bacteria counts & cloudy water at the 
beach after a heavy rain, you don’t have to go far to 
see the impact it has on our community. Consider 
joining your community in it’s efforts to help keep our 
local waters clean. If you are interested in some 
solutions for your property, now is the time to 
contemplate those actions. The county even offers 
some options to offset the cost of these. Oyster 
Harbor has many Watershed Stewards that can 
assist you with formulating practical solutions for your 
property. If Kim or I are unavailable, we’ll gladly find 
someone who can work with you. 
 
Have a happy and joyous holiday season. I know I 
will. My pants with the expandable waistband & a belt 
with an extra hole in it are ready to go! 
 
John Boris 
 
 
 
OHCA Beach/Piers Report 
 
Committee Chairperson: Dan Craig 
 
Thank you everybody for a great year on the beach.  
The beach is still available for frostbite events, but 
the scheduled reservations are done for the year. 
Jose will work over the winter to replace the 
sandbags at the beach gate and rebuild the wind and 
storm breaks which disintegrated over the summer. 
The port-a-potty is gone and will return next May as 
we await the arrival of the migratory birds that usually 
arrive in December (trumpeter swans, all manner of 
diving ducks--come on down to the beach with your 
camera or binoculars to take in the beauty of the Bay 
in winter). 
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Given the problems posed by large parties over the 
last two years, OHCA’s Board voted in July 2013 to 
cap the size of beach events at 50, effective in 2014.  
It has also voted to limit beach reservations to 6 
hours, including set up and clean up.  Three 
additional beach facility proposals are still pending 
with the Board as of November: (1) imposing a ban 
on ALL amplified music (portable radios/CD players 
would be OK, but no more DJs with racks of 
electronic equipment and 6-foot loudspeakers); (2) 
requiring a minimum of one hour between scheduled 
events to make sure that parking does not spin out of 
control during the transition; and (3) requiring a 
deposit to reserve beach facilities, and/or charging 
residents to clean up the trash they leave behind. 
The Beach Committee strongly endorses the first two 
recommendations and thinks they will improve the 
quality of both parties and community life in OHCA.  
Please weigh in on all three issues with our Board—
pro or con—so that they have the benefit of your 
views on best use of our community property.   

Note that there is a lost-and-found chest at the corner 
of the beach by the playground equipment and bbqs.  
Over the years we have accumulated a random 
collection of toys and misplaced clothing; please 
come down and check the box if your child is missing 
a favorite item, and please remember to take all your 
belongings home with you at the end of the day. If 
you see unattended items on the beach, please put 
them into the chest to help keep the beach clear for 
others.  The operating principle is to try to leave the 
community beach in better shape than we found it. 

In anticipation of duck hunting season Nov. 9 - Nov. 
29 /Dec. 17 - Jan. 25, OHCA has reserved all hunting 
rights within 250 yards of our community beach, 
which runs from the County sewer pumping station to 
the fishing pier, so there should be no one shooting 
from boats close to shore.  If you see anyone 
discharging guns near the community breakwaters or 
fishing pier, call Maryland’s Natural Resources Police 
at 410-260-8880 to complain: they will dispatch a 
police boat to investigate. 

Have a great Thanksgiving and Happy Holiday 
Season. 
 

 
Dan Craig 
Chairman, Beach Committee 
410-268-7929 

 

 

Election Results 
 
Thanks are extended to all community members who 
came out for the Annual Meeting and Elections held 
on Sept. 24 at St. Anne’s School of Annapolis. The 
following residents were elected to serve as 
Association Officers for a one year term: 
 
President   Eric Epstein 
Vice President   Kathy Burk  
Recording Secretary  Lisette Groen 
Corresponding Secretary April Kohles 
Association Treasurer  Naomi Perry  
Financial Secretary  Hank Lobe 
Special Tax Treasurer  Patty Jenkins 
 
The following residents were elected to serve on the 
Board of Directors for a three year term: 
 
Winston Dunkley 
David Ginsburg 
Kathy Shaffer 
 
April Kohles was elected to serve on the Board of 
Directors for a two year term to replace Ed Zebowitz 
who resigned due to work commitments.   
    
Thank you to these individuals for dedicating their 
time and energy to serve the Oyster Harbor 
Community Association. If you are interested in 
becoming involved in the community, please contact 
Kathy Shaffer at kathykinney2000@yahoo.com.  
 
 
 
Fire Tips for Winter 
 
Anne Arundel County’s fire chief spoke to residents 
of Oyster Harbor and Arundel on the Bay last winter 
at an AOTB community meeting. Even though this 
meeting took place a year ago, this information 
remains pertinent and important for our community to 
remember for this upcoming winter season. The 
discussion at that time focused on Station 8 and fire 
response logistics, especially surrounding particular 
challenges that we face here in our peninsula 
communities. Overall, the chief reported that the 
station has been pleased with its working relationship 
with both Oyster Harbor and Arundel on the Bay. 
Both community associations have taken very 
seriously the recommendations put forth for drafting 
station access and pumping ability. Additional 
feedback included: 
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Anne Arundel Co. Fire Chief Offers Community 
Feedback 
 
• Station 8 Is a “career’ station, not a “volunteer’ 

station. It is home to 3 fire and 2 paramedic 
responders. The station also has special dive 
equipment because of its waterfront proximity.  

 
• According to Anne Arundel Co. law, house 

numbers on any residential property must be 
prominently displayed. The chief stressed this 
necessity in order to facilitate a quick response in 
an emergency. At 3 am on a pitch black night, (or 
noon on a sunny day) the inability to find your 
house could have devastating results for you and 
your family. 

 
• Please obey the restrictions on street parking. Our 

narrow roads can be tricky to navigate and access 
needs to remain open for the trucks. 

 
• Alternate water sources are key to fighting fires in 

communities with no fire hydrants (60% of AA 
Co.).Our fire responders are highly trained in 
drafting and maintaining a continuous water 
supply. Each drafting site and underground tank in 
the county gets checked every October and April, 
with our Station 8 checking even more frequently. 

 
• Every house should own at least one fire 

extinguisher per level. Do not store your 
extinguisher in a location blocked from access by 
a stove fire. The stove should not be between you 
and the extinguisher. 

 
• Chimneys should be checked and cleaned once a 

year to eliminate creosote buildup. 

 
 
 
Reminder: Parking is Prohibited on 
OHCA Streets 
 
OHCA would like to remind everyone that parking is 
prohibited on all OHCA streets. There is a very 
important reason behind this. Our streets are narrow, 
& we must be able to provide access for emergency 
response vehicles at all times. This regulation is 
stated in the Beach Marina & Parking Rules online, 
and the community will be enforcing 

this rule. If you see a car illegally parked, you can 
print off a warning notice from the community website 
under Our Community/Rules and Regulations to 
place on the windshield or you can complete an 
online Rules Violation report on the community 
website under Our Community.  A car parked on an 
OHCA street could make the difference between a 
life and death situation. For the safety of everyone in 
our community, please do NOT park on community 
streets.   
 
 
Natural Christmas Tree 
Recycling Tips 
 
Once the holidays are over and you are taking down 
your decorations, please keep the following in mind 
as requested by Anne Arundel Waste Management 
Services. 
 

• Natural garland, wreaths, and Christmas 
trees are yard waste and will be picked up at 
curbside. 
They are chipped into mulch, a valuable soil 
covering. Please remove tree stand, tree 
bags, metal ornament hangers, and all 
decorations. Cut trees over 4 feet in half so 
that the tree will fit into the contractor’s truck. 
 

• Natural garland, wreaths, and Christmas 
trees will be collected on your regular 
recycling day. 

 
• Put your natural garland, wreaths, and 

Christmas trees at the curb before 6:00 am 
on you normal recycling day or bring your 
items to any of the convenience centers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=128&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS369US390&biw=1198&bih=677&tbm=isch&tbnid=EweAsagG16TtFM:&imgrefurl=http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/media/clipart_image_gallery/seasonal_images/winter/&docid=cB_ApYwAf9RCbM&imgurl=http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/Image/Clipart%2520Image%2520Gallery/Seasonal%2520Images/Winter%2520Images/SeasonalSnowman.gif&w=2000&h=2282&ei=N6GTUoe4KurKsQSC4YDIDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:30,s:100,i:94&iact=rc&page=7&tbnh=185&tbnw=162&ndsp=24&tx=45&ty=65�
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Meeting Minutes on OHCA Website 
 
Not able to attend the last community meeting?  
Interested to know what the Board is addressing at its 
monthly meetings?  Official minutes from both the 
community meetings and Board meetings are posted 
on the OHCA website after they are approved.  Visit 
www.oysterharbor.org, and select the “Documents 
and Archives” tab. 
 
 
 
OHCA Car Stickers 
 

Show your Oyster Harbor community 
pride by displaying an OHCA decal 
on your vehicle. Decals were 
provided to each resident by mail 

late last year. The decals are non-permanent and 
should be placed in the lower left hand side of rear 
window. They serve a few important purposes: 
 

• To help maintain security at our community 
beaches and piers by alerting security guards 
to community vs. non-community cars. 

• To help Block Captains monitor community 
parking lots and alert residents if cars need 
to be moved. 

• To show the rest of Annapolis our Oyster 
Harbor community pride!  

If you did not receive a sticker, contact Claire Dillon 
at 410-280-8999 or manager@oysterharbor.org.  
 
 
We Need Your Current Contact 
Information 
 
In addition to a quarterly newsletter, Oyster Harbor 
provides updates to residents via email blasts to your 
inbox. These blasts are only done when necessary to 
communicate important upcoming events, security 
alerts, safety concerns with regards to bad weather 
or other important information that the Board feels 
residents should be aware of. They are minimal so 
your inbox is not clogged with unnecessary emails 
If you are interested in receiving these updates, 
please visit the community website and submit your 
information under New Phone and Email Directory 
under the Our Community tab.  Your privacy will be 
maintained & your email will not be shared with any 
outside parties. 
 

Stay Connected in OHCA 
 
No matter how you like to receive your information, 
there are many ways to connect with the latest OHCA 
news, discussions, & updates including: 
 
 

• General community meetings held monthly 
on the fourth Tuesday from 7:30 9 pm at St. 
Anne’s Day School, right down the from 
Oyster Harbor. The meetings review 
community business and provide 
opportunities for residents to cast their votes 
on specific initiatives. Meetings are held 
during the months of January, February, 
March, April, May, September, and 
November. 
 

• Quarterly newsletters. Hard copy newsletters 
mailed to residents on a seasonal quarterly 
basis on March 1, June 1, September 1, & 
December 1. 
 

• “Like” the Oyster Harbor Facebook page to 
connect in real time to an online group of 
neighbors.  
 

• Email blasts distributed to email addresses 
on a regular basis as a reminder of upcoming 
events, meetings, and deadlines. Visit the 
OHCA website at 
http://www.oysterharbor.org/, to sign up. 
 

• OHCA website, located at 
http://www.oysterharbor.org ,  hosts 
important contact information as well as 
archived resources. 
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Oyster Harbor Community Association 
PO Box 3174 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be. 
 

All of us can recycle. More. 
 
Recent surveys at the landfill have shown that at least half of what is thrown away COULD be recycled. Recycling 
makes good environmental and economic sense. Recycling is an easy way to save energy, reduce pollution, save 
money and take better care of our environment. 
 
You make a choice with every item you throw away, a choice between throwing it in the recycling container or 
throwing it in the trash can. We encourage you to recycle at home, at work and on the go. 
 

Make the right decision: Recycle! 
 
PS – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online. 

Prsrt Std 
US Postage Paid 
Annapolis, MD 
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	 Quarterly newsletters. Hard copy newsletters mailed to residents on a seasonal quarterly basis on March 1, June 1, September 1, & December 1.
	 “Like” the Oyster Harbor Facebook page to connect in real time to an online group of neighbors.
	 Email blasts distributed to email addresses on a regular basis as a reminder of upcoming events, meetings, and deadlines. Visit the OHCA website at Uhttp://www.oysterharbor.org/U, to sign up.
	 OHCA website, located at Uhttp://www.oysterharbor.orgU ,  hosts important contact information as well as archived resources.
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	Are you putting out more recycling than trash? You should be.
	All of us can recycle. More.
	Make the right decision: Recycle!
	PS – Recycle this newsletter after you read it. It will be posted online.

